
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vision Statement 
 
 

Vision 
Saint George is a Christian liberal arts K-12 school in Denton, Texas, embracing the 
philosophy and teaching method of Charlotte Mason and pursuing transformation of the 
heart through tradition, beauty, and joy.  
 

Mission   
The end of all education is knowledge of God; therefore our mission is ultimately to 
provide pathways to God for those involved in our school. 
 

Christian 
While Saint George School is neither affiliated with nor, as an institution, committed to 
any religious denomination, it is committed to bearing witness to the Jesus Christ and 
the traditions of historic orthodox Christianity as expressed in the Bible, the Nicene 
Creed, and the living tradition of hymnography.  All Saint George School employees and 
faculty are required to affirm this doctrine and live accordingly.   
 

The Nicene Creed 
This Creed is the most widely used ancient statement of historic orthodox  
Christian faith: 

 
We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
things visible and invisible.  

 
And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father before all 
ages, Light of Light, true God of true God, begotten, not made, of one Essence 
with the Father by whom all things were made. 
 
Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate 
of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became man, and was crucified for us 
also under Pontius Pilate, and suffered, and was buried, and the third day he rose 
again according to the Scriptures.  
 
He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father. He will 
come again to judge the living and the dead, of His Kingdom there shall be no 
end. 
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In one Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father.  
Who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified who spake 
by the Prophets.   

 
In one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. 

 
Educating the Heart 
Educating the heart means educating the body, will, and intellect.  It means educating 
the affections by bringing before the children the best of our Great Heritage--art, music, 
and literature--that they may learn to love the best things. It means preparing them to 
live the good life, a life of intellectual habits, proper relations, liberty, and love for God.   
 
Saint George School believes that a Charlotte Mason education will best achieve these 
goals; therefore, working hand in hand with her educational philosophy, we use the 
following values to guide decisions made for the school: tradition, beauty, and joy.  
 
 Tradition 

From the hymns we sing and to the prayers we pray, from the books we read to 
the artists we study, from the organization of the classroom to the activities of the 
students, all decisions regarding these things must consider “Is this part of our 
tradition?”  We are informed by the traditions of historic orthodox Christianity, 
the Western tradition of learning, and the local traditions of our community and 
school.   
 
Tradition helps us understand who we are and where we came from.  Tradition is 
the geography of our soul that is expressed in concrete forms such as prayer, 
song, poetry, ritual, and story.   

 
 Beauty  

Is it beautiful?  All decisions regarding the classroom space, the handiwork we 
make, the stories and ideas we encounter, and even the website we design must 
pass the test of beauty.  The Apostle Paul offers guidance on which objects or 
ideas are worthy of contemplation in Philippians 4:  
  

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 
Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and 
seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.” 

 
  
 



Joy 
Joy is not happiness; rather it is what C. S. Lewis called, in Surprised by Joy, a 
painful longing that when it disappears you want to experience again.  It is 
ultimately a sign-post leading to God, the only One who can fulfill all our 
longings.  The unexpected joy awakens us to the possibility of spiritual 
experience.  Joy can be awakened when singing an old hymn, even one that has 
been sung 100 times before without the experience of joy.  Joy can be awakened 
when hearing a poem like “Pied Beauty” by Gerard Manley Hopkins, or when 
examining a model of a neuron, or when contemplating the perfection of a 
geometric circle.  
 
When making decisions, Saint George School asks, “Will this thing awaken joy in 
the students and faculty; will it awaken a joyful longing for God?”   

 
 

Charlotte Mason 
Eventually we all grow old enough to understand that we cannot control others, we can 
only control ourselves.  This is good policy when rearing and educating 
children.  Charlotte Mason removes all superficial and manipulative means of 
accomplishing growth in children by acknowledging their personal dignity, and placing 
the responsibility back on the child.  Parents and children simply place the best means 
of growth at the children’s disposal.  The elegance of her program is in its 
simplicity.  There are three things that we parents and educators can 
control:  atmosphere, habit, and the ideas we present to our children.  
 

Atmosphere 
"We certainly may use atmosphere as an instrument of education, but there are 
prohibitions, for ourselves rather than for children.  Perhaps the chief of these is, 
that no artificial element may be introduced, no sprinkling of rose-water, 
softening with cushions.  Children must face life as it is."   
--Charlotte Mason, A Philosophy of Education 
 
We all tend to love the things our tribe loves.  In a so-called “sporty” family, an 
atmosphere of all things sport related trains the children to love sports.  The 
family organizes its schedule around athletic events, watches the game on 
Sunday, and enjoys playing sports together during free time.  Rather than 
supposing that some children are more inclined to sports than others, it may be 
more accurate to suppose that some families create an atmosphere that nurtures 
“sportiness” in a child.  Does a family turn off the television and read 
together?  Are the walls of the living room lined with books?  Are birthdays a time 
to give books as presents?  If so, then expect the literary atmosphere to nurture 
children who love literature.  Atmosphere is the crock pot we stew in.  
 
When building a school, the atmosphere is one of the most powerful educators.  If 
popcorn-and-a-movie parties are rewards for finishing well on a math 
assessment, the school has communicated that movies and popcorn are more 



valuable than mathematics.  If a classroom is ugly, cheap, and slovenly, then the 
message is that this school is not really that important.  If a teacher looks dreary 
and has no joy when encountering her students, then the children would just as 
well not be in that classroom.  However, a classroom that treats a child as a 
person, one that is tastefully decorated without condescending cartoon characters 
and cheap posters, one that is furnished with quality furniture when this is 
possible, this communicates that this education is important, that it is among the 
best of life’s gifts.  

 
Discipline 
"We have lost sight of the fact that habit is to life what rails are to transport 
cars.  It follows that lines of habit must be laid down towards given ends and after 
careful survey, or the joltings and delays of life become insupportable.  More, 
habit is inevitable.  If we fail to ease life by laying down habits of right thinking 
and right acting, habits of wrong thinking and wrong acting fix themselves of 
their own accord."  --Charlotte Mason, A Philosophy of Education 
 
Do you remember how, as a beginning driver, how stressful every decision 
seemed?  However, now that driving is an old habit, you probably don’t even 
remember driving home from church the other day.  In the same way, students 
must learn the habits of being a student.  The habit of attention, neatness, 
obedience, and politeness are just a few basic habits every student must master.  
 
We know how to train in habit; we demonstrate and then expect the student to 
follow suit.  Just as we understand this fact when training students to play the 
piano or to kick a football, we also understand the means to teach a child the 
habits of a student.  These really are, after all, habits that make adult life much 
easier too.  
 
Living Ideas 
"Education is a life.  That life is sustained on ideas.  Ideas are of spiritual origin, 
and God has made us so that we get them chiefly as we convey them to one 
another, whether by word of mouth, written page, Scripture word, musical 
symphony; but we must sustain a child's inner life with ideas as we sustain as we 
sustain his body with food." --Charlotte Mason, A Philosophy of Education  
 
Perhaps one of the most important actions a parent or a teacher can take to 
nurture whole persons is putting before a child living ideas.  Facts hang on ideas 
like clothes on a person, but, despite the old saying, “clothes make the man,” we 
know that it is what is on the inside, not the outside that counts.  The same is true 
in the field of knowledge.  The life of the mind is not merely the relaying of 
information, but instead it is the making of relationships with ideas.  
 
Living ideas can be discovered best by presenting to children living books, for 
language is the mode of conveyance for most ideas.  Living books are a child’s 
primary teacher.  The child develops a relationship with the author when the 
author has first-hand knowledge of his subject, when his love of the subject is 



clear, when all of his knowledge points to something beyond the facts.  Text 
books, written by ghosts-writers, tend toward hollow facts and little love for a 
subject, while living books bring the character and joy of the author to bear on 
the ideas behind the facts.  

  
 

Assemblies and Chapel 
Every morning begins with an assembly of the entire school.  The following tradition will 
be instituted Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday. 
 1. Singing of The hymn of the week. 
  

2. Reciting of The Lord’s Prayer 
 
3. Announcements 

  
4. Recitation of “Prayer for the Beginning of the Day” 

  
Wednesday morning begins with a more elaborate chapel.  It will observe the following 
pattern: 
 1. Singing of The hymn of the week. 
  

2. Reciting of The Lord’s Prayer 
  

3. Reading of the Scripture 
  

4. Recitations from any prepared class.  
 
5. A Little Talk from the Headmaster 
6. Singing of the school hymn, “Be Thou My Vision.”    

 
Feasts and Fasts 
Historic Christianity has observed seasons of feasting and fasting since Biblical days.  
Seasons of fasting remind us of the crucifixion of our Lord and our unworthy sins, while 
seasons of feasting remind us of the resurrection and his unfailing mercy.  For 
educational purposes, Saint George School will practice a tradition of calling attention to 
some of the feasts and fasts in the following ways: 
  
 Feasts 
 1. Feast of Saint George (April) 
  We will observe this day with original speeches, recitations and choral  

pieces on a theme worthy of Saint George’s legacy. 
  

2. Grandparents Day (October) 
Students will sing choral songs and offer recitations. 



 3. Robert Burns Day (January) 
 Students and parents will read and recite poetry and songs, and  

dance Scottish country dances (similar to square dancing without the 
calling) 

  
4. Shakespeare Festival (May) 
 Students will perform a complete production of a Shakespeare play. 
 

 5. All School Thursday Feast (once a month) 
  Classes will rotate providing this communal feast.  Students will be  

assigned seating so that they can enjoy the company of children not from 
their daily class.  

  
 6. All School Nature Day (once a month) 

The school meets at North Lakes Park or Clear Creek for the day, a small 
dose of wilderness to refresh the spirit of our community. 

 
 Fasts 

Every family makes its own decisions regarding fasts, however, in consideration 
of those families who keep the church’s historic fasts every Wednesday, Friday, 
and during Lent, please remember to provide meat and dairy free foods at the 
monthly whole school Feasts.  

  
Schedules and Calendars 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
   Chapel   

K-8 8:30-3:15  Off 8:30-3:15 Off 8:30-3:15 
      

High School 8:30-3:15 Off 8:30-3:15 Off Off 

 
July 2018 

Make Ready Building 

August 2018 

Teacher Training with ASI 

Teacher Orientation - 9-14 

First Day of School - 17 

September 2018 

Labor Day, No School - 3 



 

October 2018 

Fall Break - 5-9 

Grandparents Day 

November 2018 

Thanksgiving, No School - 19-23 

December 2018 

Christmas Caroling  

Christmas Break, No School - Dec 20- Jan 4 

January 2019 

Back to School - 7 

Rabbie Burns Day 

February 2019 

March 2019 

Spring Break - 21-29 

April 2019 

Good Friday, No School - 19 

Easter - 21  

Holy Friday (Orthodox), No School - 26 

Pascha - 28 

Bright Monday, No School - 29 

Feast of Saint George 

May 2019 

Shakespeare Festival 

Last Day of School - 24 

June 2019 

   



Saint George School Handbook 
This handbook is designed to describe in more details the daily functions and operations 
of the school.  Each item is organized under a heading that suggests a core belief of Saint 
George School so that all decisions are informed by our beliefs.  The five headings 
include Mission, Children Are Persons, Atmosphere, Habit, and Living Ideas.  
 

Mission   
Saint George School acknowledges that all things Good, True, and Beautiful belong to 
God; therefore, striving to learn these things, education ends in knowledge and wonder 
of God.  
  
More explicitly Saint George also engages in Spiritual Formation through the traditional 
tools handed down to us by the church: Bible study, prayer, worship, and observation of 
the Christian calendar.  
 
A.     Bible Study 
  
Students study the Old Testament and New Testament in the mornings after assembly 
on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday.  Bible passages are organized for each grade level 
in advance.  After a passage is read, the students narrate back the passage.  The teacher 
then begins a discussion by asking a question concerning our relationship to God or 
each other.  Following this method, the Scripture is the prime teacher, not the classroom 
teacher.  The New King James translation of the Bible is used. 
  
Students learn to contemplate the Psalms on Friday mornings after assembly.  A brief 
segment of a Psalm is read aloud by the teacher.  The students are taught how to sit in 
silence for up to three minutes praying the Psalm in their hearts.  The passage is 
repeated three times at intervals, so the words can sink in.  Following this discipline 
older students can then write in a spiritual journal their thoughts. 
 
B.      Prayer 
  
Students and teachers use common prayers.  Common prayers are a tradition of historic 
Christianity.  They clothe our truest and deepest spiritual needs with words sometimes 
we never knew we needed.  Reciting common prayers frees us from the burden of 
constant judging.  We do not have to wonder if we can say “Amen” to a corporate prayer.  
Reciting common prayer frees us from the pressure to come up with “something good to 
say” in our prayers.  The following prayers will be used throughout the day: 
  
 
 
 
 
 



1.      Prayers for general assembly: 
  
         The Lord’s Prayer 
          

“Our Father Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy Kingdom come, Thy    
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and  
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from the evil one.” 

  
         The Creed  
          

“I believe in God the Father almighty.  Maker of heaven and earth and of all  
things visible and invisible.  And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the  
only begotten, begotten before all ages.  Light of Light, True God of True God.   
Begotten not made, of one essence with the Father. 

  
         “Who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was  

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and became man.  And was crucified for us also  
under Pontius Pilate, and suffered, and was buried, and the third day He rose 
again according to the Scripture. 

  
         “And ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of the Father, and He  

shall come again to judge the living and the dead, of His Kingdom there shall be  
no end.  

          
“And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, Who proceedeth from the       
Father, Who with the Father and the Son is Worshipped and glorified, Who spake  
by the prophets. 

  
         “In one holy, catholic, and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the    

forgiveness of sins.  I look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the life of  
the Age to come. Amen.” 

  
2.      Prayers for class. 
          
         Prayer for the Beginning of the Day 
          

“Oh, Lord, help me to greet the coming of the day in peace.  In all things help me  
to  rely upon your holy will.  In every hour of the day reveal your will to me.  Bless  
my dealings with all who surround me.  Help me to treat all that comes to me    
 throughout the day with peace of soul and firm conviction that your will 
governs all.  In all my words and deeds guide my thoughts and feelings.  In 
unforeseen events let me not forget that all are sent by You. Help to deal firmly 
and wisely with all who surround me without embittering or embarrassing 
others.  Give me strength to bear the fatigue of the coming day with all that it 
shall bring.  Direct my will, teach to pray and Yourself pray in me.  Amen.” 

          



         Prayer Before Meals 
          

“Praise God from Whom all blessings flow.  Praise Him all creatures here below.      
Praise Him above Ye heavenly host.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.   
Amen.” 

  
         Prayer Before Work 
          

“Ineffable Creator, Who, from the treasures of your wisdom, has established  
three hierarchies of angels, has arrayed them in marvelous order above the fiery  
heavens, and has marshaled the regions of the universe with such artful skill, 

  
“You are proclaimed the True Font of Light and Wisdom, and the Primal Origin  
raised high beyond all things. 
 
“Pour forth a ray of Your brightness into the darkened places of my mind;  
disperse from my soul the twofold darkness into which I was born: sin and  
ignorance.  You make eloquent the tongues of infants.  Refine my speech and  
pour forth upon my lips the Goodness of Your blessing.  

 
 “Grant to me keenness of mind, capacity to remember, skill in learning, subtlety  

to interpret, and eloquence in speech.  May You guide the beginning of my work,  
direct its progress, and bring it to completion.  You Who are True God and True  
Man, Who live and reign, world without end.  Amen. 

 
 
C.      Worship 
          
Students meet corporately every Wednesday morning for a brief chapel service 
emphasizing worship by singing hymns, praying, and listening to Scripture.  The chapel 
will follow this order of worship:  
  
1.      Leader:  “The Lord be with you.” 
      Congregation:  “And also with you.” 
2.      Hymn 
3.      The Lord’s Prayer 
4.      Scripture Reading 
5.      Occasional choral song or recitation 
6. Special word from the headmaster 
7.      School Hymn: “Be Thou My Vision” 
  
Traditional, beautiful hymns will be chosen from The Student Hymnal-Hosanna Loud 
Hosannas such as some of the following:  “Morning Has Broken,” “How Great Thou 
Art,” “Great Is Thy Faithfulness,” “O, Come, O Come, Emmanuel,” “Joy to the World,” 
“Be Thou My Vision,” “All Creatures of Our God and King,” “This is My Father’s World,” 
“Oh, The Deep, Deep, Love of Jesus,” “Oh For a Thousand Tongues to Sing,” “All Things 
Bright and Beautiful,”  “All Hail the Power of Jesus Name,” “Praise My Soul, The King of 



Heaven,”  “Boundless Salvation,” “To God Be the Glory,” “Come Thou Fount of Every 
Blessing,” “There is a Redeemer,” “It is Well With My Soul,” 
  
D.     Observation of Christian Calendar 
 
See “Schedules and Calendars” under the Vision Statement. 
  
  

Children are Persons 
  
A.     Family 
  
As persons, we all belong to families.  Saint George School seeks to make family a higher 
priority than school in the following ways: part-time school; minimal homework on off 
days until 5th grade, little until 9th; and observation of Christian and civic holidays. 
  
1.      The weekly school schedule by grade is as follows: 

          
 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 
   Chapel   

K-8 8:30-3:15  Off 8:30-3:15 Off 8:30-3:15 
High School 8:30-3:15 Off 8:30-3:15 Off Off 

        
2.      The homework expectations are as follows: 
          

Kindergarten-8th Grade - Parents should expect some math and reading 
homework on off days.           
Students will occasionally be interested in working on memory work before     
performances including Grandparents Day, Rabbie Burns Day, The Feast of  
Saint George, and the annual production of a Shakespeare play. Blatant 
negligence to attend or lack of diligence during class may also result in the 
natural consequence of a child having to finish his work at home.            

  
3.      On the following days, holidays will be observed:  Labor Day, Fall Break,     

Thanksgiving, Christmas, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Spring Break, Good 
Friday, Holy Friday, and Bright Monday. 

  
B.      Rewards and Punishments 
  
Our goal is to uphold the dignity of each child’s personhood; therefore, many common 
forms of rewards and punishments are not used. 
  
1.      Grades are not given to students.  Instead reports of progress provide feedback 
  to both parents and children in order to have a constructive conversation about  



growth and to set goals for continued improvement.  Once goals are set, the 
parents, teacher, and child commits to praying for progress in that area. 

  
2.      A student who is being persistently disruptive in class can be removed  

from the classroom and told to sit in another classroom.  The purpose is not to 
punish the child but to protect the atmosphere of each classroom.  If the student 
disrupts this secondary class, then the parent will be called to take the child 
home. 

  
3.      Teachers may never use rewards for student work.  If candy, for example, is           

rewarded for a job well done, then the student learns that candy is more 
important than the work.  Work is good, and as such, should be its own reward.  

  
C.      Birthdays 
  

Birthdays are thrilling days for children, a day to celebrate with friends.  As a  
small school, word about parties travels fast.  In a small school, a left-out child is   
all the more to feel the isolation of missing a party.  In order to build a flourishing  
community, we expect the following if you choose to invite students to a birthday  
party:  

  
1.      Invite the entire class 
  
2.      Invite all the boys or all the girls of the entire class. 
  
3.      Invite one special friend discreetly.  
  

Atmosphere 
Atmosphere is one of the most powerful tools of education; therefore in order to create a 
nourishing atmosphere, a school must be intentional.  
  
A.     School Size 
   

We want to create an atmosphere of community.  Atmosphere shapes our loves.   
We love what our tribe loves.  The larger the community, the more fragmented 
becomes the community out of necessity. However no class should exceed 16 
students, and there should never be more than one class per grade level, so that 
the entire school will never exceed 208 students.    

          
B.      Uniforms 
  

How we dress says something about how we think and feel about others.  A  
bride’s dress is the most important part of a wedding in some ways because it is  
an expression towards the groom of her love for him and sets the tone for the  
wedding.  In the same way, dressing up for school expresses respect for  
teachers and fellow students.  It elevates the work of education communicating  



“This matters.”  When students wear the same thing it removes division between  
the haves and have-nots.  It also removes the sticky, constant dress-code battles  
inevitable in a school with no uniforms. Finally, it sets a standard for modesty 
befitting a child of God.  

  
Uniforms can be purchased at Land’s End. 

  
C.      Conversation and Popular Culture 
  

Popular culture, including movies, comics, trending games, and popular music, in 
most cases, leans toward the vapid and even the immoral.  These things do not 
meet the standard of Saint George School’s values of tradition, beauty, and joy.  
And like the haves and have-nots, popular culture tends toward a fragmented 
community of the “I’ve seen that” and the “I’ve not seen that” cliques.  

  
With this understanding, Saint George School avoids all conversation of these 
popular culture artifacts in class, at lunch, or at play.  Class time is for studying 
the ideas at hand.  Playtime is for running, climbing, and exercising.  If a teacher 
or a student forgets himself, he should be gently redirected. 

  

Habit 
 
A.     Working on Habits 
  
Working with parents, we are engaged in nurturing mature people by developing  
in them disciplines of habit.  We are working on habits that nurture healthy 
relationships with others and with work such as the following: 
  
1.      Habits that Nurture Healthy Relationships with Others: manners, courtesy,  

punctuality, kindness, neatness, diligence, obedience, self-control, respectfulness 
 
2.      Habits that Nurture Healthy Relationship with Work: attention, meditation,  

neatness, observation, accuracy, thinking, remembering, thoroughness 
  
B.      Setting Goals and Communication with Parents 
  
Reports of Growth will be completed by teachers and students quarterly.  This document 
is an opportunity for teachers to report observations and students to be self-reflective.  
The report will include four sections: Habits that Nurture Healthy Relationships with 
Others, Habits that Nurture Healthy Relationships with Work, Progress in Student’s 
Relationship to Ideas (Inspirational and Disciplinarian Subjects), and Goals.  The goal 
section will include a place for writing three goals for each section.  Parents, students, 
and teachers will write down goals in this area. 
  
The document will be used twice a year, after the 1st and 3rd quarters, to focus 
conversation in a parent and teacher conference.  The parent will see the document 



prior to the conference.  The goal of the conference is for the parent, teacher, and child 
(beginning in 5th grade) to agree on three goals for the student, one goal in the area of 
habits in relationship with others, one in relationship with work, one in relationship 
with ideas.  Parent, teacher, and child commit to pray for the attainment of those goals. 
  
 
C.      Technology 
  
In the ancient Greek story, Thamus is introduced to the new invention of writing.  He is 
resistant to this technology because, he surmises, it will destroy memory and give a 
false, superficial appearance of wisdom when no effort has been made to personally gain 
it. 
  
He is correct about writing but failed to imagine many of the future benefits accredited 
to writing.  New technology brings many benefits, but there is always a cost.  
  
While computers and the internet offer many benefits in the areas of research and 
educational resources, Saint George School also recognizes the costs to student 
development.  Namely, most new technologies being pushed on schools across the 
country do not help children develop the habits proper to a student such as attention 
and humility.  I-phones, for example, are designed to distract us in many directions, and 
information gathered instantaneously from the internet gives a student an artificial 
sense of accomplishment.  Wyoming Catholic College’s policy on technology (cited 
below and well worth the read) reminds us that the purpose of such a policy is freedom: 
“freedom from this new tyranny and a freedom for the better alternative.”  When 
training children in healthy habit formation, freedom is the ultimate goal.  
  
For resources thinking about some of the costs of modern technology please see the 
following: 
 
1. https://wyomingcatholic.org/student-life/technology-policy/ 
 
2. Carr, Nicholas. “Is Google Making Us Stupid?” The Atlantic.   Article. 
  
3. NPR interview of Nicholas Carr.  Interview. 
 
4. Postman, Neil.  Technopoly; The Surrender of Culture to Technology. Book.  
  
The following technologies are approved for use at Saint George School: books, pencils, 
and CD players for composer study.  High School students at Saint George School can 
use Denton Public Library databases and word processors for the purpose of research 
and writing essays in MLA formatting. 
  
The following technologies are prohibited for use at Saint George School: cell phones 
(iphones etc) and computers.  
  

https://wyomingcatholic.org/student-life/technology-policy/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2008/07/is-google-making-us-stupid/306868/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2008/07/is-google-making-us-stupid/306868/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2008/07/is-google-making-us-stupid/306868/
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=127370598


The following exceptions apply to high school:  computers may be used for the purpose 
of learning to type essays according to MLA standards of style and formatting, and the 
internet may be accessed for the purpose of accessing databases for research.  
  

 
Living Ideas 
 
A.     Combining Classes 
  
Classes are broken into “Inspirational Subjects” (Bible, literature, science, nature study, 
history, poetry, picture study, and composer study) and “Disciplinarian Subjects” (math, 
grammar, and composition).  Disciplinarian subjects require individualized attention 
and tutoring.  During these subjects students will join a group that is appropriate for his 
or her “level.”  Inspirational subjects, however, can engage child and teacher alike in 
wonder and surprise regardless of “level”.  
  
Just as did Charlotte Mason, Saint George School freely combines classes of varying 
grades.  No more than three grades may be combined into one class.  This depends on 
enrollment.  When the class is approaching capacity, the class may become a single 
grade.  
  
This arrangement is appropriate in a school inspired by Charlotte Mason because the 
goal of learning subjects is engaging in ideas.  A child of 8 and a child of 11 can both read 
Genesis chapter one, for example, and can both profit.  As persons, we cannot place 
limitations on our expectations of a child’s insight.  The 8 year old may gain insight the 
teacher never imagined, while the 11 year old may engage in an idea not yet understood 
by the 8 year old.  
  
 
B.      Living Books and Narration 
  
Charlotte Mason explains that all true education is self-education, that an appetite for 
ideas is as natural as an appetite for good food.  The school is tasked with the 
responsibility to bring before a child a feast of ideas and teach those children how to 
digest it all.  
  
Ideas are primarily discovered in words.  A living book is one which contains ideas 
expressed in beautiful language by one who loves the subject of the book.  Books chosen 
for study at Saint George School must meet the following standards: 
  
1.      It must be a living book. 
  
2.      It must fall within the tradition of Christianity, Western civilization, and/or the 
local tradition (a book on Texas wildflowers for example). 
  



3.      It must be beautiful. 
  
4.      It must promote “joy,” that is, it must point toward Truth and Goodness, and        
ultimately God. 
  
Narration is the common tool of assimilating, or digesting, knowledge from books.  After 
the first reading a student is expected to “tell back” what he or she heard with attention 
to detail, sequence, and the author’s language.  This process teaches students to attend, 
helps a student to acquire knowledge and language, and prepares him or her to compose 
his own original works.  
 
C.      Teacher Training 
  
Teachers will attend training with Ambleside International, an organization with almost 
two decades of experience training teachers to use the instruments of education 
explained by Charlotte Mason.  These instruments of atmosphere, habit, and living 
books form students into mature individuals with a healthy appetite for ideas.  
Ambleside International teachers are trained to use these instruments skillfully. 
  
D.     Exams 
  
Students will take exams two times a year.  For inspirational subjects the exam will 
consist of an open-ended question.  The student will have opportunity to write all they 
know on the topic suggested by the question (students who are not yet able to write 
fluently will dictate their answers to an adult).  Students will also take exams for the 
disciplinarian subjects of mathematics and grammar.  
  
 
The main purpose of exams is to provide a milestone for students.  The exam is a joyful 
opportunity for the child to tell all they know about an idea.  The parents, teachers, and 
students can use the exams in the disciplinarian subjects as assessments of progress in 
that area. 
  
 


